
 

Zeki Kuneralp (1914-1998), a career diplomat, served twice as Turkey’s ambassador to the United Kingdom. His first term 
was between 1964 and 1966. He returned to London in 1969, having held the post of Secretary-General of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in the meantime. He remained there until 1972, when he was transferred to Madrid. 
From 1957, when he was appointed Deputy Secretary-General, Kuneralp wrote summaries of the discussions and 
conversations he had on official matters in a notebook. He kept this habit until his retirement in 1979. Thus, the 
notebooks provide a wealth of information on Turkish foreign relations and international issues over a twenty-year 
period and are a primary source for the study of the Cold War period as experienced by a Turkish diplomat. Publication of 
the notebooks is underway. Six volumes are planned, of which five have been published so far: The View from Ankara 
(1958-1960 and 1966-1969), The London Years (1964-1966 and 1969-1972) and The Madrid Years (1972-1979). The sixth 
and final volume, The Bern Years (1960-1963), will be published later this year. 
The two London volumes presented today cover a crucial period of modern British history in which Britain attempts to 
come to terms with its role as a post-imperial world power and adapts its relations with the European Common Market. 
From a Turkish perspective, the Cyprus question occupies an important place in Kuneralp’s notes, with a series of high-
level meetings taking place in London in 1964 and 1965.  
His memoirs, Sadece Diplomat, were translated into English as Just a Diplomat, by Geoffrey Lewis, Professor of Turkish at 
the University of Oxford. When Kuneralp passed away in 1998 the Anglo-Turkish Society, whose president was Sir 
Timothy Daunt, organized a memorial day. 
Sinan Kuneralp’s brother Selim, a retired ambassador, will end the evening with a talk on Turkish foreign policy during the 
half century that passed since their father’s time in London. 
Booking essential: https://sinan-kuneralp-presentation.eventbrite.co.uk 

Contact: contact@angloturkishsociety.org.uk 

 

Anglo-Turkish Society hybrid lecture, 8 April 2024, 6.00 pm (UK time) 

Speaker: Sinan Kuneralp (discussant: Sir Kieran Prendergast) 

Venue: Royal Anthropological Institute, 50 Fitzroy St, Fitzrovia, London W1T 5BT 

Title: ‘Zeki Kuneralp Memoirs’ 

 

Sinan Kuneralp is the son of the late Zeki Kuneralp and is the author of many books on Ottoman 
diplomatic history including Ottoman Diplomatic Documents on the Origins of World War One 
IV the Macedonian Issue 1879-1912 (2011), The Queen’s Ambassador to the Sultan Memoirs of 
Sir Henry A. Layard’s Constantinople Embassy 1877-1880 (2009), A Bridge Between Cultures: 
Studies on Ottoman and Republican Turkey in Memory of Ali Ihsan Bagis (2010), The Cretan 
Uprising 1866-1869: Part 2, September 1867 to June 1869 (Analecta Isisiana: Ottoman and 
Turkish Studies) (2011), Twixt Pera and Therapia: The Constantinople Diaries of Lady Layard 
(Publications of the Center for Ottoman Diplomatic History) (2012). 

The Anglo-Turkish Society relies solely on membership dues and donations to continue its work. If you wish to become a member, sponsor one of our charities or wish 

to leave a legacy small or large, we would be happy to hear from you. 

https://www.angloturkishsociety.org.uk/ 
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