
 

The British prehistorian Winifred Lamb (1894–1963) was one of the first women to direct an archaeological excavation 

in Turkey. She had taken part in the excavations at Mycenae under Alan Wace and Carl Blegen, and then worked on 

prehistoric mounds in Macedonia under Walter A. Heurtley. She became interested in the connection between the 

Balkans and Anatolia and identified the Bronze Age site of Thermi on Lesbos as a key site to investigate. In 1929 she was 

able to visit Blegen’s excavations at Troy. With the encouragement of V. Gordon Childe, she undertook a major journey 

in western Anatolia to identify a suitable site that connected the Aegean with central Anatolia, and this led to her work 

at Kusura from 1935 to 1937. With the outbreak of the Second World War, Lamb was recruited by Sir Leonard Woolley 

in April 1940 to work for the BBC, initially in the Greek section; in 1942 she moved into the Turkish section where she 

compiled monthly briefing papers on broadcasts to Turkey. She was involved with the creation of Halkevi in Fitzhardinge 

Street, London to promote Anglo-Turkish relations. Following the end of the Second World War, Winifred was one of 

the key people alongside John Garstang who helped to establish what became the British Institute of Archaeology at 

Ankara; she became its honorary secretary from 1948 to 1957. Although she did not excavate again, she was active in 

questions about the links between eastern Anatolia and the Aegean and conducted two trips to eastern Turkey in the 

early 1950s. 

Booking essential: https://david-gill-lecture.eventbrite.co.uk 
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Anglo-Turkish Society online lecture, 16 December 2021, 6.00 pm (UK time) 

Speaker: David Gill 

Platform: Zoom with link provided to those who register  

Title: ‘Winifred Lamb and Anatolia: Excavations, Intelligence and the BBC’ 

 

David Gill is Honorary Professor in the Centre for Heritage at the University of Kent, and 

Academic Associate in the Centre for Archaeology and Heritage at the University of East Anglia. 

He is author of Winifred Lamb: Aegean Prehistorian and Museum Curator (Oxford: 

Archaeopress, 2018). Further information 1 & 2: 

 
The Anglo-Turkish Society relies solely on membership dues and donations to continue its work. If you wish to become a member, sponsor one of our charities or wish 

to leave a legacy small or large, we would be happy to hear from you. 

https://www.angloturkishsociety.org.uk/ 
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